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school to the one next to him. " She does tell us
true stories," was the reply, "all the stories about
Jesus are true." The boy readily assented. What
he wanted was a true fairy story! When God
figures in a story children do not doubt its truth,
though they may early question God's acts. " Why
did not God tell all the other mothers so that they
could keep their little babies safe ? " asked a girl
of six after hearing the story of the cruel Herod's
slaughter of the innocents ; and many older people
often find it hard, sometimes impossible, to deal
with such questions. Their own Gospel, as they
have themselves been taught it, does not include
the solution, for there has been so much that we have
all been taught that has given a purely materialistic
view of God's care.1 But to the young it is
exceedingly difficult to convey the ideas that Herod,
and Pharaoh during the babyhood of Moses, had
power to flout God's will and to put the innocent
little children to death, yet that God was taking care
of them all the time, receiving them, back to Himself
from a world that was unworthy of them. Would

1 There is evidence to shew that the customary teaching
from the Book of Daniel when treated as representing a true
historical record of actual occurrences, has done considerable
harm in thin way. " Teacher/' said a girl of nine, with tears
in her eyes, on entering school one morning in 1916, '* you told
iiH yesterday that God took care of Daniel because he was a
good man, and loved God and prayed to him, and this morning
w(i have had a letter to say that my brother has been killed,
and I don't think he could have loved God and said his prayers,
for God has not taken care of him." Neither had He in the
8*.iuHtj in which we generally teach that He took care of Daniel.
The Book of Daniel is best taught, it may be remarked, in associa-
tion with the history of the Maccabees, in which period scholars
agree it was written, and compared with the Apocalypse of S.
John, See Syllabus, p. 268.